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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Purpose of this selection policy is to outline the procedures for the selection of the best athletes 

to represent Ireland at the events as detailed in Table 1 for juniors and seniors. The selection policy 

is designed to allow athletes to maximise preparations and performances. 

21-24 May 2026 Banja Luka (Bosnia) Senior World Championships 

5-7 June 2026 Dunaremete, Hungary Senior World Cup 1 & 2 

12-14 June 2026 Bratislava (Slovakia) Senior World Cup 3, 4 

25-28 June 2026 Mezzana (Italy) Senior World Cup 5 & 6 

12-15 August 2026 Grandtully (Scotland) Junior & U23 European Championships 

Table 1 International Events 2026 

The 2026 selection policy has been developed by the Canoeing Ireland Performance and Pathways 

Director (PPD) with input from the relevant sub-committee. It has been ratified by the Canoeing Ireland 

CEO and the Board of Directors. 

2. ATHLETE ELIGIBILITY 

2.1 To be eligible to compete for Ireland, athletes must meet and maintain for the duration of the 

2026 competition season the following athlete eligibility criteria: 

2.2 Eligible athletes must: 

• Be a current member of Canoeing Ireland who is eligible to represent Ireland at international events 

in accordance with ICF/ECA rules and have no outstanding debt to Canoeing Ireland or any of its 

technical committees. 

• Hold an Irish passport or, be eligible to hold an Irish passport. 

• Be eligible to represent Ireland under ICF rules if changing nationality. 

• Not be under a doping violation investigation or serving a suspension/sanction for a doping violation. 

• Attend a Canoeing Ireland Anti-Doping education course prior to team selection events. 

• Be fit to perform to the best of their ability, as determined by the Selection Panel acting reasonably and 

based on available evidence. 

• Sign the athlete agreement and any subsequent athlete contract 

3. THE KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROCESS OUTLINE 

3.1 The Performance and Pathways Director (PPD) and Performance Pathway Representative 

consulting with the relevant sub-committee, is responsible for the development of selection 

policies. 

3.2 Where possible, athletes will be consulted, and their input sought on the first and final draft of the selection 

policy prior to publishing 

3.3 The CEO and the CI Board will all have oversight of this Selection Policy for 2026. The Board will 

have ultimate authority in approving all Selection Policies for publication. 
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4. 2026 SELECTION POLICY TERMS & CONDITIONS 

4.1 Previous selection policies or criteria can have no bearing on this 2026 selection policy. 

4.2 No athlete can be considered for selection for any Canoeing Ireland team if they do not meet 

and maintain the athlete eligibility criteria set out in section 2 above. 

4.3 An athlete who for any reason fails to maintain eligibility may be removed from the 2026 team. 

Eligibility issues will be communicated in the first instance by the PPD. Any athlete who has been 

removed from the 2026 team will be replaced by the next ranked athlete, if applicable. 

4.4 Athletes for all major international events must comply with the International Canoe Federation 

(ICF) Rules European Canoe Association (ECA) Rules. Entry to ICF and ECA events is restricted 

to members of the National Governing Bodies affiliated to the ICF and the ECA. In Ireland, the 

affiliated National Governing Body is Canoeing Ireland. 

4.5 The selection of an athlete for inclusion on the 2026 team shall be confirmed to that athlete in 

writing by the PPD or the relevant sub-committee within 7 days of the official team being agreed 

on and all appeals, if any, have concluded. 

4.6 If an athlete's selection is made subject to that athlete meeting further conditions, such further 

conditions will be communicated as soon as possible to the athlete. 

4.7 All entries of Irish canoe athletes to events must be made through the Canoeing Ireland office 

following the selection of athletes pursuant to the 2026 selection policy. 

4.8 Proposals to amend this 2026 selection policy may be put forward if amendments are necessary 

and such amendments are determined to be in the best interest of athletes and Canoeing Ireland. 

Proposals to amend this 2026 policy will be submitted to the PPD. All proposed amendments 

must be ratified by the Canoeing Ireland CEO in the first instance and approved by the CI Board. 

All final amendments will be clearly identified and will be binding on all athletes.  

4.9 Canoeing Ireland reserves the right to deselect or suspend an athlete who is under investigation 

for disciplinary offences under Canoeing Ireland /ICF rules. Any athlete who is serving an active 

sanction arising from a disciplinary matter will not be eligible for team membership. This includes 

doping offences. 

5. COMMUNICATION   

5.1 All official event details, updates, or schedule changes will be published on the Canoeing Ireland 

website and official Irish Wildwater Racing social media channels. 

• https://www.facebook.com/irishwildwaterracing 

• https://www.instagram.com/irishwildwater_racing/ 

 

5.2 Registered athletes (and parents/guardians where relevant) will receive direct notifications about 

changes via e-mail and/or WhatsApp. Key dates, deadlines, and policy changes will be clearly 

announced in advance through these same channels. 

5.3 Any unforeseen alterations (e.g. water level or weather-related rescheduling) will be 

communicated promptly and consistently across all platforms. 

6. THE SELECTION PROCESS 

https://www.facebook.com/irishwildwaterracing
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6.1 Senior Team: World Championships 

Team Composition: 

Up to four competitors per class (Men's K1 and C1, Women's K1 and C1, Men’s and Women’s C2). 

Selection Event:  

Boyne River Classic race on March 22nd – Bridge over M3 to Navan viaduct 

6.2 World Cup Races 

Team Composition: Up to six paddlers per class (Men's K1 and C1, Women's K1 and C1, Men’s and Women’s C2). 

Selection Criteria:  

Same as for the World Championships, but with more slots per category. 

Selection Event:  

Same as for the World Championships. 

 

6.3 Under 23 European Championship 

Team Composition: Up to four paddlers per class (Men's K1 and C1, Women's K1 and C1, Men’s and Women’s C2). 

Selection Event:  

Boyne River Classic race on March 22nd – Bridge over M3 to Navan viaduct 

Points System and Selection Process: Same as Senior Team World Championships. 

Special Note for C2 Crews:  

• Same as Senior Team World Championships. 

 

6.4 Junior Team: Junior European Championship 

Team Composition: Up to four paddlers per class (Men's K1 and C1, Women's K1 and C1, Men’s and Women’s C2). 

Selection Event:  

Boyne River Classic race on March 22nd – Bridge over M3 to Navan viaduct 

Points System and Selection Process: Same as Senior Team World Championships. 

Special Note for Junior C2 Crews: 

• Junior competitors can pair in C2 with the committee's discretion. 

• Application for selection follows the same process as other categories. 

 

6.5 Masters competitions 

Since the entry is not restricted in master’s competitions, master’s paddlers are responsible for securing their own 

entries, but must inform the Wildwater Racing Committee in writing prior to travelling. Master’s competitors must also 
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be individual members of Canoeing Ireland.  There is a reasonable expectation that anyone wishing to compete in 

masters competitions will attend the same selection events as seniors/juniors. 

7. REGISTRATION 

7.1 Any athlete wishing to be considered for selection for the 2026 international races as outlined 

in Table 1, section 1, is required to e-mail their interest to wwrchair@canoe.ie and/or 

wwrsecretary@canoe.ie only. Attempts to register via any other e-mail address or means of 

communication will be considered invalid. 

The closing date for registration will be 10th March 2026.  

It is the sole responsibility of the athlete to register their interest by the correct means and 

on/before the published closing date. Late entries will not be accepted under any 

circumstances. 

Only athletes who register on or before the closing date will be allowed to compete in the 

selection event. 

8. CATEGORIES & SELECTION CRITERIA 

8.1 The maximum number of athlete entries in each category is determined by the European Canoe Association 

(ECA) or ICF quotas. For 2026, refer to Table 2 for the quota’s for each competition 

Canoeing Ireland may enter up to the full quota allowed by the ECA / ICF select as appropriate, provided athletes 

meet the minimum performance standards set out in this Selection Policy. Canoeing Ireland is not obliged to fill 

all available quota places if athletes do not meet the required standards. 

Event Number of paddlers Number of teams 

World Cup Races Up to six competitors per class. 1 team per class 

Senior World Championships 
Up to four competitors per 

class. 1 team per class 

Under 23 European 

Championship 

Up to four competitors per 

class. 1 team per class 

Junior European Championship 

Up to four competitors per 

class. 1 team per class 

Table 2 – Quotas per class 

 

8.2 Table 1 Selection Qualification Criteria 

Points System for Selection: 

• 1st place: 9 points 

• 2nd place: 7 points 

• 3rd place: 6 points 

• 4th place: 5 points 

• 5th place: 4 points 

• 6th place: 3 points 

• 7th place: 2 points 

mailto:wwrchair@canoe.ie
mailto:wwrsecretary@canoe.ie
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• 8th place: 1 point 

• 9th place and below: 0 points 

Selection Process:  

Points are totalled to create a ranking list for team selection. Points awarded only to participants in the selection event. 

Special Note for C2 Crews: 

• Participation in at least 4 national ranking races is a requirement for selection, with final selection ranking 

determined by performance at the published selection event. 

• An individual competitor can pair with another selected competitor in C2 with the committee's discretion. 

• Application for selection via email to the secretary and chairperson by 10th March 2026. 

These thresholds must be achieved during the selection event for athletes to be considered for selection. 

9. TIE-BREAK PROCEDURE 

9.1 In the event of two or more athletes finishing a selection event with equal points their overall 

positions (and selection points) will be determined based on national championship points in 

the current season to date.  

 

 

10. DISCRETIONARY SELECTION 

10.1 Discretionary selection may be exercised; however, Discretionary selection shall not be 

used to override the outcome of the published selection criteria and will only be applied 

where quota places remain unfilled or where an athlete was unable to compete due to 

verified extenuating circumstances. Athletes must have registered for the selection 

competition to be considered for discretionary selection 

10.2 The selection panel may, following the completion of the selection process, consider written 

submissions from athletes who were unable to complete the selection process because of 

extenuating circumstances such as illness, injury, family bereavement etc. which genuinely prevent 

them from competitingcompeting at the selection event. Athletes who are unable to compete at 

the selection event must inform the Irish Wildwater Racing and the Performance Pathway 

Representative no less than 24 hours prior to the selection event starting. Applications for 

discretionary selection will not be accepted otherwise. 

10.3 If an athlete misses the selection event due to extenuating circumstances and that athlete has 

recognised international experience and is deemed to be of a suitable performance standard, 

discretionary selection may be considered by the selection panel if there are available places on 

the team i.e. the place on the team is not already occupied by a selected athlete. 

10.4 Contact Details   

Michael 

Black  

Performance & 

Pathway 

Director  (PPD)  

michaelblack@canoe.ie 

 

mailto:michaelblack@canoe.ie
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James 

O’Connor 

Performance 

Pathway 

Representative 

jamesoconnor@canoe.ie 

Seán 

McIntyre 

Chairperson 

Committee 

wwrchair@canoe.ie  

10.5 If, after the completion of the selection process, the maximum team quota in any category has not been filled, the 

Selection Panel may also consider athletes who have demonstrated international competition experience in 

previous international events (e.g., at European Championships, World Cups, ECA Cups or other recognised 

international competitions). Such athletes may be selected to unfilled places where this is deemed to support their 

long-term development and the future competitiveness of wildwater racing. 

 

11. DETERMINING THE RESULTS OF THE SELECTION PROCESS 

11.1 On completion of the selection process, the following actions will occur: 

• The Performance Pathway Representative will convene the selection panel (SP) 

• The final ranking list for the participant athletes will be presented to the SP 

• The SP will review the results and select the team (provisional subject to appeals) 

• All participants will be informed of the results of the selection meeting. 

• Any non-selected athletes are permitted to appeal within the defined process. 

• Athletes may appeal a selection decision within 7 days of written notification of selection outcomes. 

Appeals will be heard under the Canoeing Ireland Athlete Appeals Policy, overseen by an independent 

Appeals Panel, and the decision of the Appeals Panel shall be final and binding. 

• If no appeals are received within the time period allowed the team as selected is confirmed as final. 

• The PPD will write to all successful athletes and inform them of their selection (provisional pending 

the signing of the athlete contract). 

 

12. THE SELECTION PANEL 

12.1 The SP will, after reviewing the results of the selection process, ensure that all proposed athletes meet the 

eligibility criteria prior to official selection confirmation. The SP can only consider an athlete who meets and 

maintains the athlete eligibility criteria set out in section 2, and therefore shall have the final determination, 

acting reasonably, as to whether an athlete meets the eligibility criteria. 

13. CONSTRUCT OF SELECTION PANEL 

13.1 The SP will be convened. The Canoeing Ireland CEO will ratify the selection panel. The SP will consist of the 

following 3 members: 

• HPerformance Pathway Representative (Board member) 

• The Performance and Pathways Director 

• One independent member* 

• *Independent member can be from another sub-committee/NGB or a retired canoe sport athlete 

from any discipline who understands the process of team selection. 

13.2 Any member of the SP shall declare any conflicts or potential conflicts of interest and shall 

refrain from participation in the discussion of and any vote in respect of any selection matter in 

which they have a material conflict of interest. 

mailto:jamesoconnor@canoe.ie
mailto:wwrchair@canoe.ie
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13.3 A conflict of interest might occur when, for example: 

• A Selection Panel member is a club coach to a particular athlete vying for selection. 

• A Selection Panel member is closely aligned to or is a member of a club for which an athlete vying for 

selection is also a member of. 

• A Selection Panel member is a family member or close friend of an athlete vying for selection. Or any 

circumstance where a Selection Panel member has a personal relationship with an athlete or athletes 

vying for selection which could influence their decision or stands to gain in any way from the 

outcome of a selection decision. 

14. KEY COMPETITION DATES 

Boyne River Classic race on March 22nd – Bridge over M3 to Navan viaduct 

 

 

15. SELECTION APPEAL PROCEDURES – 

 

The Canoeing Ireland Athlete Appeals Process can be found on the Canoeing Ireland website link: 

https://www.canoe.ie/governance-documents/ 

 

Revision history: 

Version Amended by Reason Date of revision 

1.0 Seán McIntyre and 

Aoibhín Ní Bhroin 
Initial draft based on provided template 28/1/2026 

 

1.1 Seán McIntyre 
Minor changes made, based on feedback 

from Michael Black. Changes are around 

typos, consistent dates and removing 

ambiguity 

05/02/2026 

 

1.2 Seán McIntyre 
Minor updates to keep wording consistent 

based on feedback from the board of 

directors. 

06/02/2026 

End of Document 

http://www.canoe.ie/governance-documents/

